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Abstract 

Recreational fishing is of major importance in Western Australia, with between 

479,000 and 600,000 people participating each year.  The recreational catch of finfish 

in Western Australia is managed using a combination of input and output controls. 

This study focused on output controls, namely minimum legal lengths (MLL) and 

daily bag limits (DBL) and historical trends in these regulations were examined.   

Overall it was found that there was an increase in MLLs over time and a decrease in 

the DBLs. The link between the biology of individual species and their current MLL 

was examined and some discrepancies were found between current regulations and 

the lengths at maturity for a number of species.   

The effectiveness of the new recreational regulations for the west coast, which were 

introduced in October 2003, was examined by comparing catch composition and 

length frequency data of catches landed at a Leeuwin boat ramp, a popular Perth 

metropolitan ramp, during 1997 (Department of Fisheries, unpublished data) and 2004 

(this study).  There was very little change found in catch compositions, with Sillago

species and Arripis georgianus making up the majority of the catches in both years.  

Significant shifts to a smaller mean lengths were observed in the length frequencies 

for some species. 

The frequency of attainment of DBLs and modelling theoretical reductions in harvest 

due to changes in DBLs were also used to determine if current DBLs were 

constraining the recreational catch.  It was found that current DBLs were not 

constraining the catch of anglers launching at Leeuwin boat ramp, and a 50% 

reduction in current species DBLs would only reduce the catch of anglers in the study 

by 7%.  Compliance of anglers in 2004 was also examined and, in regard to MLLs, 

was found to be poor for several Category 1 species. 
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